
October 21, 2019 

Senator Scott Fitzgerald 

Senate Majority Leader 

Wisconsin State Senate 

PO box 7882 

Madison, WI 53707-7882 

Dear Majority Leader Fitzgerald: 

MVlL\C 
Metropolitan Milwaukee 

Association of Commerce 

On behalf of the Metropolitan Milwaukee Association of Commerce, we are writing you in support of 

SB471/ABS21. Giving the constituents in Milwaukee County and its municipalities a stronger say in their 

fiscal future, via a sales tax referendum, is a critical step forward in building a stronger economic 

partnership between Metro Milwaukee and the State of Wisconsin. 

More than $13B of personal income each year is transferred out of Milwaukee County by individuals 

who work in the County, but reside outside Milwaukee County. Milwaukee is the only net exporter of 

personal income in Southeastern Wisconsin. What happens in the city impacts the entire region and the 

entire state. 

In addition, Milwaukee's impact is represented by hundreds of thousands of family supporting jobs. By 

the thousands of employers who make this their global home. By the singular cultural and 

entertainment venues that put us dn the map. By rich diversity that adds to our culture and community. 

Milwaukee is also home to some of the most impoverished citizens in our state and to students who are 

far behind their peers. The state is a vested partner in helping Milwaukee address those issues. We 

respect and appreciate your support on funding these priorities in the state budget. 

Why is this important to legislation giving Milwaukee the authorization for a sales tax referendum? 

Milwaukee faces serious fiscal challenges. For example, the police budget alone EXCEEDS, by more than 

$20M, the entire City of Milwaukee property tax levy. From 2010-'18, the city's property tax levy 

increased by 11%, while the police budget grew by 40%. With shared revenue flat for over a decade, we 

cannot put a fiscal fence around the city's ability to raise revenue to support its critical services. No 

other major city in the U.S. relies more heavily on property taxes than Milwaukee. Property taxes make 

up 94% of Milwaukee's total revenue, significantly exceeding the median for peer cities at 52%. The city 

and county cannot fashion a sound fiscal future relying almost exclusively on the property tax, already 

among the highest in the country. We must have the option of diversifying our revenue mix via a local 

sales tax. 

The seriousness of this fiscal situation was driven home in a recent letter to city officials by a group of 

legislators concerned over proposed police force cuts in the Mayor's most recent budget. We share 

those concerns, but absent new revenue sources, the city will have to consider cuts like these in order to 

balance its budget. And this is not a new trend. In 2009, the average sworn strength of the police force 

was 1,964, by 2018 it was 1,861. In 2010, the city's operating budget for police was $216M, which 

works out to $115,000 per officer. By 2018, the city's police budget was $298M, or $160,000 per officer, 

at an average sworn strength of 103 FEWER officers. 
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The proposed police cuts are a compelling argument in favor of allowing the sort of referendum 
authorized in the enabling legislation before you. SB471/AB521 would give Milwaukee County voters a
say in whether to increase their sales tax in order to fund critical needs like public safety.

As an organization that represents companies, small and large, throughout the region with more than
300,000 employees, we appeal to you for a forward-looking solution that updates Milwaukee's fiscal
partnership with the state. We need to rebalance our tax mix, add more local control, and produce a 
mutually beneficial fiscal future. A new fiscal partnership recognizes that property taxes alone no longer
adequately support the investment needed to maintain our region's competiveness or even its basic
needs like public safety.

We urge your support for legislation that gives Milwaukee more capability to invest in its future, by 
putting a referendum in front of its voters. Southeast Wisconsin represents a $100B economy that 
produces more than a third of the state's sales tax, income tax and corporate tax receipts. A new fiscal
partnership that keeps this region strong will pay dividends for all of Wisconsin.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to a hearing on this legislation in the near future.

Jonas Prising
CEO 
ManpowerGroup 
MMAC Chair 2019-2021

Ted Kellner 
Chairman/CEO
T&M Partners 
MMAC Chair 2013-2015
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President and CEO
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MMAC Chair 2009-2011
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President 
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Executive Chairman
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MMAC Chair 2007-2009




